
An altercation between Bates stu-
dents and visitors in and around Com-
mons escalated into several separate, 
physical clashes in the early morning of 
Sunday, Nov. 8th, culminating in the ar-
rest of a Bates student.

Colin Barry ’12, who witnessed 
the beginning of the incident, ex-
plained that the conflict began when 
a group of individuals entering Com-
mons verbally attacked a second 
group with derogatory expletives as 
it left the building. 

“One member of the assaulted group 
commented back ‘that’s not OK, we don’t 
do that at Bates – don’t say that.’ The other 
shot back and insulted Bates,” described 
Barry. “Members of each group started ar-
guing, and many of those involved paired 

off, ready to �ght.” 
He explained that while it was un-

clear which group initiated the melee, 
members of both were pushed against 
walls and onto the ground. When Se-
curity arrived, Barry was just leaving 
the scene and thus was unable to 
comment on which guard broke up 
the scene.

Dean of Students Tedd Goundie 
was unable to divulge certain informa-
tion regarding the event, which is pend-
ing investigation and faces potential 
address by the Student Conduct Com-
mittee. He could, however, speak on 
the initial disorder.

“The security guard got called be-
cause of some altercations going on 
outside of the Commons area. He went 
and apparently that got broken up and 
people took off pretty quickly,” explained 
Goundie. “He was moving into the Com-

mons area and something else started in-
side of Commons – something else broke 
out, he called for them to stop, but they 
didn’t. He pepper-sprayed to stop it, and 
that worked effectively.”

Goundie pointed out that the pep-
per spray was directed at one individual, 
though it is not clear at this time whether 
or not the target was a Bates student.

Jack Schneider ’12 reported a scene 
similar to Barry’s account, but empha-
sized that the use of pepper spray irritat-
ed individuals not involved in the crime. 
Schneider explained that Bates students 
and visitors mistakenly came into contact 
with residual airborne pepper spray and 
suffered physical irritation. One Bates stu-
dent on the scene called the Lewiston Po-
lice sometime during the confrontation, 
Schneider added.

Goundie con�rmed that a Bates stu-
dent was later arrested for assault due 

to an altercation with a security guard 
after the initial �ghting had subsided. 

“As I understand it now, the alterca-
tion with the student that ended up get-
ting arrested took place after [the �rst 
�ghts were dispersed], when the Secu-
rity of�cer went back outside. Security 
called the police, but I also understand 
the Lewiston Police got another call, I 
assume from a student who was there 
on the scene,” said Goundie. “It was 
enough that the Lewiston Police felt this 
person should be arrested or at least 
taken in for the night.”

The arrest charges were published 
in the Lewiston Sun Journal on Nov. 9th 
as assault and disorderly conduct.

“We’re investigating, trying to 
�gure out exactly what happened,” 
Goundie concluded. “Our policy is 
that we can’t give a lot of detail about 
things we’re investigating.”  
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On Oct. 19th, a female Bates stu-
dent jogging in Lewiston reported be-
ing accosted by several white males. 
Lewiston-Auburn Police and Bates 
College Security are still actively in-
vestigating the incident. 

The incident occurred at dusk on 
Summer St., at which time she was ap-
proached by a black late-model four-
door compact similar to a Honda Ac-
cord. Three or four white males riding 
in the vehicle began harassing her. Dur-
ing the encounter, which lasted several 
minutes, the suspects verbally assaulted 
the student while one made an unsuc-
cessful attempt to grab her. After the 
student threatened to call the police, the 
suspects drove off. The student reported 
that the car had a Maine license plate 
beginning with the letter “J.”  

Although the incident did not 
result in physical harm to the vic-
tim, many Bates students now ques-
tion whether the streets of Lewiston-
Auburn are safe.  Maysie Childs ’13, 
a cross-country runner, said that she 
prefers to run with her cross-country 
team because “[t]here are times when 
I run off-campus alone and have in-
teractions with people that make feel 
uncomfortable.”

Another student, who wished to 
remain anonymous, reported than 
while jogging on College Street on 
Oct 4th, an apple was purposely 
thrown at her by an unidenti�ed in-
dividual traveling in a car with Maine 
license plates.

Despite these incidents, Security 
has made no changes in its policies. 
Director of Security Thomas Carey ’73 
said that Security will maintain the 
same protocols to protect Bates prop-
erty and students. 

Security will not increase the num-
ber of patrols or of�cers, as Carey 
feels that the need for new protocols 
is unwarranted. He stressed that “ev-
ery Bates student is extremely safe 
and that the incident on Oct. 19th was 
isolated.” Carey suggested that the 
suspects did not intend to physical-
ly harm the female student and that 
the crime was not premeditated. 
Instead, he postulated that it was 
merely an opportunity for mischief 
that spontaneously presented itself 
to the assailants.  

“Bates College Security is only re-
sponsible for the Bates College Cam-
pus and has no authority off campus,” 
said Carey, who argued that it is each 
student's responsibility to take the 
necessary precautions to ensure that 
he  or she does not become the target 
of harassment or assault. He encour-
ages Bates students not to run among 
the old warehouses in the Summer 
St. area, which is known to LAPD as 
the “Back Bay Neighborhood.” Carey 
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Phase I of the Campus Facilities 
Master Plan will be completed with 
the repurposing of former dormitories 
Hedge Hall and Roger Williams Hall 
into academic buildings. According to 
College Architect Peter Anderson, ren-
ovations of both buildings will begin 
early in Spring 2010.

“Last week the Trustees decided to 
release the capital necessary to move 
forward with the [Roger Williams] and 
Hedge renovations,” said Daniela Rit-
ter ’10, the Student Chair of the Project 
Steering Committee for Roger Williams 
and Hedge. “The capital required to un-
dertake this project is quite large and 
given the uncertain economic times, 
the Trustees were not initially sure 
about releasing the necessary funding.” 

Constructed in the 1890s, Roger Wil-
liams and Hedge are two of the oldest 

buildings on campus. In recent years, 
the buildings were used as residence 
halls. The College was forced to dis-
continue their usage as such, as neither 
were up to code in terms of electrical, 
plumbing, mechanical and �re protec-
tion regulations established by the state 
of Maine. 

The beds lost when the halls were 
closed at the end of the 2006-2007 
academic year were replaced with the 
opening of the 280 College St. resi-
dence hall in Fall 2007. Both buildings 
have since remained unoccupied as 
they await repurposing for their new 
uses as academic facilities. Their interi-
ors were completely gutted in Fall 2008 
as the �rst stage of this process.

Once completed, Hedge Hall will 
become the home of the Depart-
ments of Environmental Studies, Re-
ligious Studies and Philosophy. The 
main �oor will house classrooms and 
faculty of�ces for the Environmental 

Studies Department, while the sec-
ond �oor will house the Religious 
Studies Department. Faculty of�ces 
for the Philosophy Department will 
be located on the top �oor. Lounges 
for each department will be also be 
constructed. The area coordinator for 
these departments will be located on 
the ground �oor of the building. 

Roger Williams Hall will house all 
foreign language departments as well 
as the Of�ce of Off-Campus Study. A 
language resource center and the of�ce 
of Foreign Language Technology Man-
ager Ellen Anderson will be located on 
the �rst �oor. Administrative of�ces for 
the foreign language departments will 
be housed on this �oor as well, and 
a new addition covering the current 
green space between Roger Williams 
and Commons will house the Of�ce of 
Off-Campus Study.

The Departments of East Asian 

A vacant Hedge Hall (left), awaits restoration. The building will eventually house three academic departments.
CAROLINE SOLLMANN/THE BATES STUDENT

Hedge, Roger Williams Renovations 
Scheduled for Early Spring 2010

REGINA TAVANI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Dorm damage incidents have 
dropped significantly over the 
past four years, according to Di-
rector of Security Thomas Carey 
’73 and Physical Plant.

 The College defines a dorm 
damage incident as any case of 
damage which costs money to 
repair and which resulted from 
abuse rather than from ordinary 
wear-and-tear.

Throughout the 2005-2006 ac-
ademic year, the College reported 
477 dorm damage incidents; how-
ever, this total decreased by 144 
incidents, or 30 percent, over the 
course of the 2006-2007 academ-
ic year. This decrease continued 
through the 2007-2008 academic 
year, with 259 incidents, and even 
further in the 2008-2009 academic 
year, with 218 incidents.

Carey reported that the inci-
dence of dorm damage for the 
2009-2010 academic year is “trend-
ing downward.” He proposed sev-
eral reasons for this drastic decline, 
the first being that the dismal eco-
nomic situation could reduce dorm 
damage as it is “prompting stu-
dents with financial hardship to be 
more cognizant of costs incurred.” 
According to Carey, students are 
looking to save money and this 
shift in behavior reflects one way 
in which they are attempting do so. 

Carey also cited a change in 
expectations as a possible expla-
nation for the decreased number 
of incidents. With fewer incidents 
of dorm damage occuring each 
year, each incoming class is ex-
posed to less and less dorm dam-
age, thus promoting a culture of 
respect towards campus capital, he 
said. Carey believes that as dorm 
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Weekend Altercations Result in Student's Arrest

Off-Campus 
Assault Incidents 

Will Not Alter 
Security Protocol

Dorm Damage 
Incidents 

Decreasing 
says Security, 
Physical Plant

See DORM DAMAGE, page 6
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Question 1 Passes Despite Student Activism

State residents struck down gay 
marriage as a legal institution in Maine 
when they hit the polls during the Nov. 
3rd elections. According to a Bangor 
Daily News poll updated on Nov. 6th 
with 99 percent of districts reporting, 
Question 1, a mandate to repeal recent 
legislation that allowed same-sex mar-
riage in the state, was voted into effect 
with a 52.82 percent majority.

Student activism at Bates regard-
ing Question 1 began weeks ahead of 
the election and accelerated as Nov. 
3rd approached, with individuals and 
student organizations alike campaign-
ing for community participation. The 
New World Coalition picketed in front 
of Commons in encouragement of its 
stances on Questions 1, 4 and 5 days 
before the election, while the Bates 
College Democrats tabled Commons’ 
entryway and distributed “No on 1” in-
formational pamphlets to every room in 
the major dormitories on campus.

In an effort to grow voter participa-

tion and legalize gay marriage by refer-
endum, Protect Maine Equality, a state-
wide organization, partnered with the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
The Human Rights Campaign, and an 
amalgam of smaller groups to demon-
strate in most regions across Maine. 
The coalition, which operated under 
the auspices of the No on 1 campaign, 
focused much of their efforts on Bates 
College, Colby College, Bowdoin Col-
lege and The University of Maine Farm-
ington.

In addition to spreading awareness 
of the election, dispatched organizers 
shuttled voters to their respective voting 
centers free of charge. Emily Fuller, one 
of the primary organizers on the Bates 
campus, noted that while the organi-
zation’s broader goal of getting Maine 
youth to participate in the election was 
successful in certain regions, the Bates 
mission fell short.

Fuller explained that her team only 
transported 70 Bates students to the 
polling station for early voting, but was 
able to transport over 400 Bowdoin stu-
dents and over 300 Colby students. 

Citing the relatively low showing of 
Lewiston voters in opposition to Ques-
tion 1, Emily expressed her disappoint-
ment in Bates Security for forcing the 
organizers off campus.

“We were asked by Security to leave 
campus while we were [at] Bates. Just 
after 11 a.m. on [Oct. 26], they threw 
out the phrase ‘criminal trespassing,’ 
although we did have a window of 
time before then to chalk the quad and 
spread information in other ways,” said 
Fuller. “One of the biggest things is 
getting the youth out to vote. Turnout 
was even lower because it was an off-
year election, and if we had been able 
to stay on campus they would’ve been 
able to get many more out to vote.”

Security could not be reached for 
comment on the incident before this is-
sue went to press.

In Androscoggin County, which 
includes the distinct voting regions 
of Lewiston and Auburn, Question 
1 passed with 60.13 percent of the 
vote. In Auburn alone the question 
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